Bicycle &
Pedestrian

Laws & Statutes




Cyclist

Traffic Safety Laws
Florida Statute 316.155
»  Must hand signal if another vehicle may be affected.
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Must hand signal for last 100 ft before turn.

Florida Statutes 316.2065 & 316.003

>

>

On roadways, follow vehicle laws; on sidewalks, follow

pedestrian rules.

A bicycle is defined as a vehicle propelled by human power

having two tandem wheels, or two front or back wheels.

Must use bike lanes when available.

« When not available, must ride as close as practicable to
the right curb or edge.

Must follow helmet and light laws.

« Helmets required if 16 or younger.

Bike Lighting Rules (Sunset-Sunrise).

« Front: White light, visible from 500 feet.

« Rear: Red Light and reflector, visible from 600 feet.

« Extra lights and reflectors are allowed.

Must follow traffic controls and signals.

Must have a fixed seat and keep one hand on the handlebars

at all times while riding.

No bicycle may be used to carry more people at one fime

than the number for which the bicycle is equipped.

Cyclists on a sidewalk, or within a crosswalk, must yield to

pedestrians and give an audible signal before passing.



Right-of-Way Laws

Florida Statute 316.003

»  Bicyclists have rights equal rights in public space.

»  Bicycle lane: Marked section of a roadway reserved for
bicycles.

»  Bicycle path: Physically separated route for bicycles, away
from motor vehicle traffic, located within or outside a
highway'’s rights-of-way.

Florida Statute 316.083

»  Acar or truck cannot legally overtake someone on a bicycle
unless there is enough space to the side and front of the
bicycle to do so safely.

Florida Statute 316.2065

»  No need to use bike lane or stay right when moving at
normal traffic speed.

»  May leave bike lane or right edge to pass, turn left, avoid
obstacles, or prevent conflicts.

Speed Laws (Florida Statute 316.183)

»  Maximum speed limit of 30 MPH in business or residence
districts.

»  Maximum speed limit of 55 MPH at any time at all other
locations.

»  Some local streets and highway speed limits may be 20-25
MPH.

»  Minimum speed limit on all highways is 40 MPH, except
when the posted speed limit is 70 MPH, in which case it is 50
MPH.



Pedestrian

Traffic Safety Laws

Florida Statute 316.130
»  Follow traffic rules: Obey signals and use sidewalks when
available; if none, walk facing traffic on the left shoulder.
»  Cross safely: Use marked or unmarked crosswalks at
intersections (where pedestrians have right-of-way) and
yield to vehicles when crossing elsewhere.
» Sidewalk Usage
o If there’s a sidewalk, pedestrians must use it instead
of walking on the roadway, unless there’s a special
reason not to.
« If no sidewalk is available, pedestrians should only
walk on the shoulder, as far left as possible,
facing oncoming traffic.

Right-of-Way Laws

Florida Statute 316.130
»  Have the right-of-way in marked and unmarked crosswalks
« Unmarked crosswalks are the legal crossing areas
at intersections where sidewalks meet—even without
painted lines or signs.
» Have the right-of-way when permitted by traffic
control signals.
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